NCDOT Responsibilities:

The Department will incorporate locally adopted plans for greenways into the ongoing planning
processes within the Statewide Planning (thoroughfare plans) and the Planning and
Environmental (project plans) Branches of the Division of Highways. This incorporation of
greenway plans will be consistent throughout the department. Consideration will be given to
including the greenway access as a part of the highway improvement.

Where possible, within the policies of the Department, within the guidelines set forth in
provisions for greenway crossings, or other greenway elements, will be made as a part of the
highway project or undertaken as an allowable local expenditure.

Local Responsibilities:

Localities must show the same commitment to building their adopted greenway plans as they are
requesting when they ask the state to commit to providing for a certain segment of that plan. It is
the responsibility of each locality to notify the Department of greenway planning activity and
adopted greenway plans and to update the Department with all adopted additions and changes in
existing plans.

It is also the responsibility of each locality to consider the adopted transportation plan in their
greenways planning and include its adopted greenways planning activities within their local
transportation planning process. Localities should place in priority their greenway construction
activities and justify the transportation nature of each greenway segment. When there are several
planned greenway crossings of a proposed highway improvement, the locality must provide
justification of each and place the list of crossings in priority order. Where crossings are planned,
transportation rights of way should be designated or acquired separately to avoid jeopardizing
the future transportation improvements.

Guidelines for NCDOT to Comply With Administrative Decision to Incorporate Local
Greenways into Highway Planning Process

1. Thoroughtfare plans will address the existence of greenways planning activity, which has
been submitted by local areas. Documentation of mutually agreed upon interface points
between the thoroughfare plan and a greenway plan will be kept, and this information will
become apart of project files.

2. Project Planning Reports will address the existence of locally adopted greenways segment
plans, which may affect the corridor being planned for a highway improvement. It is,
however, the responsibility of the locality to notify the Department of the adopted greenways
plans (or changes to its previous plans) through its current local transportation plan, as well
as its implementation programs.

3. Where local greenways plans have not been formally adopted or certain portions of the

greenways plans have not been adopted, the Department may note this greenway planning
activity but is not required to incorporate this information into its planning reports.
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